History Definitions

By Alex Beck

1. Paleolithic- 32,000 to 11,000 years ago, during the Stone Age.
2. Hunter-Gather- peoples who live by hunting and gathering wild food with no agriculture.
3. Artifacts- objects made by humans, including tools, weapons, clothing, and containers.
4. Hominids-Includes humans.
5. Homo Sapiens-Humans as we know them today.

6. Ice Age- lasted from about 1.6 million years to 10,000 years before present.
7. Political Maps-Maps that show political boundaries.

8. Climate Maps-Maps that display climate of various regions.

9. Longitude-Horizontal lines that are used to define actual locations of places.

10. Latitude-Vertical lines that are used to define actual locations of places.

11. Map Projections-The way that the maps are distorted to show the surface of a sphere on a flat object

12. Location-Where places are.

13. Adaptation-The process of changing in response to ones environment.

14. Historical Maps-Maps that show historical features.

15. Population Pyramid-Displaying populations according to qualities such as age or class.

16. Population Distribution- The distribution of population in a region.

17. Population Density-the amount of people in a region compared to it area.

18. Primary Source-Direct information, no interpretation.

19. Secondary Source-Indirect information interpreted and rewritten.

20. Civilization-A distinct government, economy and culture.

21. Social Structure-The structure of a society and caste system.

22. Technology-Objects that make life easier.

23. Egypt-The Nile River Valley.

24. Hieroglyphics-The writing system used by ancient Egypt.

25. Mesopotamia-The Indus Tigris River valley.

26. Cuneiform-Writing system used by Mesopotamia.

27. Shang China Dynasty-Earliest Chinese Dynasty.

28. Oracle Bones-Used to predict events during the Chinese Dynasty.

29. Mandate of Heaven-The Mandate that made Emperors Emperors.

30. Pictograms-Symbol designed to resemble the thing it represents.
31. Indus Valley-River Valley civilization.

32. Kush-

33. Phoenicians- ancient designation of a narrow strip of territory on the eastern coast of the Mediterranean Sea, now largely in modern Lebanon.
34. Hebrews-Group of tribes of Semitic stock that, according to tradition migrated from Mesopotamia to Palestine during the 2000 BC.
35. Judaism-Religious culture of the Jews.
36. Polytheistic-Believing in multiple gods.

37. Monotheistic-Believing in only one true god.

38. Monarchy-One ruler usually a king slight affiliation with the church.

39. Theocracy-Ruler of government is head of church.

40. Dynasty-A long line of rulers sharing certain characteristics in common.

41. Bureaucracy-The executive branch works under one ruler.

42. Cultural Diffusion-The diffusion of culture between 2 civilizations.

43. Greek Mythology-The classic myths and plays of the Greeks

44. Minion-The lost city of Atlantis.

45. Athenian-Someone from Athens.

46. Democracy-Where the people elect their officials into office.

47. Pericles-

48. Socrates-Greek Philosopher developed Socratic method.

49. Plato-Greek Philosopher.

50. Aristotle-Greek Philosopher.

51. Thucydides- Greek historian known for his History of the Peloponnesian War.
52. Hippocrates-Developed Hippocratic Oath.

53. Persian War-War between Greece and Persia.

54. Peloponnesian Wars-War between Athens and Sparta.

55. Alexander The Great-Conquered Greece and Persians.

56. Hellenistic Culture-Mix between Greek, Persian, and Egyptian culture.

57. Roman Mythology-The Myth’s and stories of the Romans.

58. Assembly of Centuries- probably developed in the 6th century BC, consisted of 193 voting blocks, each with a single vote.
59. Assembly of Tribes-6 military tribunes elected annually.

60. Senate-Formed legislative branch during Roman Republic.

61. Plebeians-Common people to Romans.

62. Patricians-Held Governmental power.

63. Consuls-Head of Executive Branch.

64. Tribunes- official title of several kinds of ancient Roman public officials, the most important of whom were military and people's tribunes.
65. Latifundia-Like a roman plantation.

66. Triumvirate-3 dictators ruled a nation.

67. Julius Caesar-Went across the Rhine River with his troops gained martial power.

68. Pax Romana-Roman Peace Era.

69. Christianity-Religion based primarily on Jewish beliefs.

70. Catholic Church-church centered at Rome after the Schism.

71. Constantinople-Istanbul during the days of Byzantine.

72. Byzantine Empire-Extension of Eastern Roman Empire.

73. Eastern Orthodox Church-Formed in Byzantine Empire.

74. Byzantine Art-Mostly religious Icons or paintings of Religious scenes.

75. Czar-

76. Bedouin- Nomadic Arabs inhabiting desert areas of the Middle East and northern Africa.
77. Islam-One of the 5 major religions based on Christianity.

78. Muslims-Members of the Islamic Faith.

79. Muhammad-Invented Muslim religion.

80. Five Pillars-The 5 important things that Muslims must do.

81. Sunni- those Muslims constituting the vast majority in the world Islamic community.
82. Shiite-Followers of Ali.

83. Muslim Turks-
84. Slavery-Enslaving another for ones own needs and wants.

85. Aryans-Speakers of the parent language of the Indo-European language.
86. Sanskrit-Classical literature of India written in the Sanskrit language.
87. Varnas-Cast system of India.

88. Hinduism- religion that originated in India and is still practiced by most of its inhabitants, as well as by those whose families have migrated from India to other parts of the world.
89. Dhrama-Ones duty in life for their Varna.

90. Karma- How well someone fulfils their Dhrama determines their Varna after reincarnation.

91. Reincarnation-Being reborn into the world.

92. Moksha-Release from samsara and karma.
93. Buddhism-A major world religion, founded in northeastern India and based on the teachings of Siddhartha Gautama, who is known as the Buddha, or Enlightened One.
94. Four Noble Truths-Four principals of Buddhism.

95. Eightfold Plan-Ethical Ideas of Buddhism.

96. Nirvana-In Hinduism when one steps out of the reincarnation cycle.

97. Mauryan Empire-Indian Dynasty that controlled most of the subcontinent BC.

98. Asoka-Ruled Mauryan Empire from 269BC to 232 BC.
99. Gupta Empire-Controlled northern India from 320AD-550AD.
100. Zhou Dynasty-Ruled eastern China from 1027BC to 256BC.

101. Qin Dynasty-First real Empire of China.

102. Han Dynasty-Unified China from 206 BC-220 AD.
103. Wudi-Ruled China from 141BC to 87BC.
104. Confucianism-Chinese Philosophies developed during the Han Dynasty.

105. Filial Piety-Respect + obedience to ones parents + grandparents.

106. Taoism-2nd most influential school of thought behind Confucianism.

107. Shintosim-

108. Great Wall-A huge wall built along Ancient China’s northern border to protect against Mongolian invaders.

109. Ghana-Western African nation created around 5th century AD.

110. Mali- Western African nation created around 13th century AD.

111. Mansa Musa-Emperor of Mali who brought Islam to sub-Saharan Africa.

112. Songhai- Western African nation reached its peak in 14th century AD

113. Olmec-Established one of the region’s first major civilizations in Mesoamerica.
114. Maya-Ancient Native American Empire which mysteriously disintegrated in 6th century BC.

115. Aztec-Ruled most of Mexico from 1427AD to 1521AD.
116. Middle Ages-Period between the end of the Roman Empire and the Renaissance.

117. Charlemagne-Ruled most of Europe just after The Roman Empire fell.

118. Vikings-People that lived during the Middle Ages and are famous for hit and run raids on coastal town.

119. Feudalism-Structure of economy during the Middle Ages.

120. Manorialism-Structure of government within a Manor.

121. Serf-Like a slave but a few more rights.

122. Manor-The center of feudal life during the middle ages.

123. Vassal-Person who work under a lord.
